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The Acceptance Mark in Print

•	 Both the legal registration mark and word “Network” must appear in black.

•	 When printing the acceptance mark on a dark background, there is no white rule 

separating the black border from the background.

•	 The asymmetrical curve in the bottom right of the box should print at PMS 158,  

or at 60% magenta and 100% yellow when using 4-color process.

•	 The glow should not be imaged or laser imprinted. In this instance, a solid version  

of the acceptance mark should be used.

If you are running small space ads—such as in the Yellow Pages, White Pages or a Web 

banner—you may not have room to feature the acceptance mark. In these instances, 

you will need to use an all-type treatment. Please use the following guidelines when 

developing all-type ads:

•	 When not using the acceptance mark, use the name, 

	 “Discover Network.” 

•	 Strive for legibility in everything you create—it is the key to clear, effective  

communications.

•	 Do not use filled-in “Os” or glowing “Os” in any text treatment, whether headlines, 

subheads, body copy or any other text.

•	 The orange, glowing “O” should never be used outside the 

	 Discover® Network Acceptance Mark, for any reason.

•	 Trademarks, copyright and any legal marks must always be used.

Discover® Network ZipSM Indicator

The Discover® Network ZipSM Indicator must be used to indicate the acceptance of any 

Discover Network contactless payment device.

When appearing in signage:

•	 �The Discover Network Zip Indicator shall only appear together with the orange swish 

and in a type size smaller than the acceptance mark.

•	 �The word “Zip” must appear in black. The swish must appear in PMS 158,  

or at 60% magenta and 100% yellow when using 4-color process.

When appearing in text:

•	 �In collateral and program advertising, communication of acceptance with  

Zip functionality should be referenced as:  “Discover® Network Zip.”



Copy Guidelines
The Basics

•	 If the acceptance mark is not shown, such as in text-only signage or radio  

broadcasts, be sure to use the words, “Discover Network.”

•	 For phone sales, cardholders should be asked if they want to use their  

“Discover Network Card.”

•	 Use of the words “Discover® Card” in close proximity to the words “Discover Network” 

in signage materials should always be avoided.

•	 The name Discover Card or its tagline, “Brighter®,”  or “It pays to Discover®,” should 

never be used in copy or as part of a communication for Discover Network.

•	 Consumers who are issued cards on the Discover Network are referred to as  

“cardholders.”

•	 The “A” and “M” in “Acceptance Mark” should be capitalized when modified by 

“Discover Network.” When used alone, the phrase “acceptance mark” should not be 

capitalized.

•	 The “C” in “Card” should be capitalized when modified by “Discover Network.” 

When used alone, “card” should not be capitalized.

•	 The “C” in “Cardholders” should be capitalized when modified by  

“Discover Network.” When used alone, “cardholders” should not be capitalized.

•	 The “M” in “Merchant(s)” should be capitalized when modified by  

“Discover Network.” When used alone, “merchant(s)” should not be capitalized.

The Registration Symbol

•	 A registration mark (®) must appear after “Discover” with the first mention of  

“Discover® Network” in a headline and body copy when referring to the physical  

network—or infrastructure—or when “Discover® Network” modifies a product,  

service, equity or constituent (i.e., Discover® Network Card, Discover® Network  

Acceptance Mark, Discover® Network Cash Over or Discover® Network Cardholder).

•	 Do not use the registration mark in the name of our business entity,  

Discover Network, in text or copy, as this is a trade name—not a trademark.

•	 In printed pieces, follow the guidelines above for each page or spread.

•	 For online communications, follow the guidelines above for each Web page  

or e-mail window.

•	 All registration marks should be set in “superscript” type.
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Door and window signage can be ordered at DiscoverNetwork.com by clicking on  

the Resource Center link in the Acquirers section. Or visit DiscoverNetwork.com/orders
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Sample Door and Window Signage



Web Site Usage

When featuring Discover® Network Cards as a payment option on your Web site,  

the preferred text for your drop down box is “Discover Network.”
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